
 

 
September College Ministry: I will be on the Universi-
ty of Memphis campus Monday through Thursday each 
week for class. I’d love to connect with any of our col-
lege crew and friends whether it be in a group or one on 
one while I’m there. I have several hours in-between 
classes on Mondays and Wednesdays, so email me at 
jfuschi@gmail.com and I’ll send you my number if you 
don’t already have it. We also still have our open spot to 
meet on Thursdays at the Panera in Germantown at 
7:15p if any of you would like to come out and be a part 
of that. I do ask that if you would like to meet during 
that time on Thursdays that you send me a text letting 
me know if you will be there or not. I totally understand 
how busy things get when school starts, so contacting 
me, either way will help me decide if I should hang out 
at Panera or not.  
 
I love you all, make good choices, and remember 
that Jesus Never Fails! 
- Jon Fuschi  

Director of Youth and Student Ministries  

Here we are, a month into school for most of our students. We’ve sent many of our college students off, and we're 
getting back into the swing of things in preparation for the fall. 
 

Study group is back: Study group is a great way for our students to come study together. We not only care for 
our student’s spiritual well being, but we also care for their educational well being. We want to help our students 
and parents to excel in numerous areas, so if your student needs a tutor or already has one, this is a great time for 
them to have those sessions and to help each other with homework and studying, through hands-on, face to face 
interaction. I really enjoy this time with our students and I’m here to help in any way that I can! Please don’t hesi-
tate to let me or our youth leadership team know how we can assist you and our students! 
 

SAVE THE DATE: We will be going to Pinecrest Camp on November 8-10. We have our cabins reserved and are ironing 
out a few minor details regarding the price, which will include all meals! I can’t express enough how important that this weekend 
is for our leaders and students. It’s always lots of fun, awesome group time, and an outlet for deep discussion and biblical learn-
ing. We will be sending out more information on that shortly! 
 

September Youth Ministry: 
Sunday School - Sunday at 9:30a 
Study Group - Wednesday 2:45-5:30p 
Wednesdays with God - Wednesday 5:30p-7:15p 
Sunday Night Youth Group - Sundays 3p-5p 
 
Current Teaching Series - “Disciples Path” This series is designed for our students to learn 
how to be a disciple of Jesus Christ and how to go out into the world and make disciples for 
Christ as well. 

8816 Poplar Pike  

Germantown, TN 38138 

(901) 754-4840    

www.faithgermantown.com 

Pastor:  Dr. C. Gregory Darden 

Asst. Pastor Jeff Kempton 

From Pastor Greg’s Study 
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 We are experiencing something of a revival and a season of growth 
both spiritually and numerically here at Faith Presbyterian Church. God is 
at work in our midst in both old and new ways. We are experiencing an 
upturn in worship attendance at both our Traditional and Contemporary 
services. To have this beginning during the summer months and now con-
tinuing into the fall is a sign of God’s blessing on us at Faith.   

 We have many new individuals and families joining our congrega-
tion as members and getting involved in the missions and ministries of 
the congregation. At the end of this month of September we will have a 
Missions Sunday. On Sunday, September 29th, we will have a joint wor-
ship service in the Chapel. There will be a mission fair set up in the Com-
mons entrance and the front hallways. There will be a mission lunch for 
everyone following the service that morning (please see the article from 
the mission committee in this newsletter).   

 Our congregation has had a long history in supporting and partici-
pating in many different mission trips, projects, works, missionaries, and 
ministries.  I want you to be here and to celebrate what God has done and 
in doing through our congregation. Make sure you are a part of our Mis-
sion Sunday Celebration!  

 In other matters, if you have not been to our Wednesdays With 
God dinner and programs this semester, you have missed great food, fel-
lowship, and programs. It is not too late, come and join us on Wednes-
days for WWG!  

 I want to thank our members who have made extra gifts to help 
cover major building and especially grounds expenses that had to be re-
paired and cleaned up from this summer. If you would like to make an ex-
tra gift toward these expenses, I encourage you to do so.   

 Finally, I will be holding a new member class on Sunday, September 
22nd at 9:30 a.m. If you would like more information about our congrega-
tion, about living and practicing your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, come 
and join us on the 22nd. I encourage you to bring your children, they can 
attend Sunday School or be in the nursery.  

 I am grateful to be your Pastor!   

 God bless you all, 

  Pastor Greg Darden  
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Reports from the Mission Team  

My First Mission Trip 
I just completed my first mission trip.  We traveled to Recife, 
Brazil.  We were there to support God’s work led by our Mis-
sionaries Craig & Mary Delille through South American Mis-
sions.  I am going to speak about the first half of the trip and 
my wife, Sharon will talk about the second half of the trip. 
 
I did not what to expect but read all the information given to 
me by our team leaders, Patti Ruleman and Tony & Cindy 
Hunter who together have been on scores of mission trips.  
One item that crossed my eye was how different this culture 
would be from our culture.  Folks would look, eat, and think 
differently than me.  Their priorities would not coincide with 
my priorities.  Culturally I would be a fish out of water. 
As time progresses, I was told I may notice some commonali-
ties. 
 
We arrived in Recife after a drive to Little Rock, AR to catch a 
plane to Dallas, TX.  We then flew to Sao, Paulo and finally to 
Recife.  A very long trip.  Our first task was to assist in prepar-
ing for a conference for 30 pastors and their wives.  These Pas-
tors have various relationships with South American Missions.  
This organization in South America is led by Craig & Mary 
Delille former members of Faith Presbyterian Church. 
 
We set up tables, decorated, prepared food, wash dishes and 
served as we could at the conference. This was the first confer-
ence that Craig & Mary presented.  It might have been the first 
conference that many of these participants have ever attended.  
It was a very spiritual event.   
 
The most exciting thing we did at the conference was to inter-
act with the participants.  We utilize an interpreter where we 
could.  Other times we communicated with smiles and trying to 
teach each other a bit our respective languages.  Their enthusi-
asm at this conference is super Bowl like.  Everybody is wor-
shipping God, I mean really worshipping God.  The folks are 
clapping, singing and even dancing. 
Enthusiasm beyond anything I can compare.  The hugs, the 
Brazilians Hugs are something I will never forget.  The partici-
pants thank us so many times or Obrigado in Portuguese.  By 
the way everyone knows who Elvis is. 
 
There were differences from our team who traveled to Recife 
and the folks who attended the conference.  I saw more simi-
larities than differences.  The way the husband and wives loved 
each other. 
Their consistent offers to help us who were serving at the con-
ference.  Their smiles and hugs.  As the Bible says God is eve-
rywhere.  The people of Brazil are wonder folks. 
 
I will end with a gift Mary gave to me.  She gave me a book 

mark with a verse from Psalm Chapter 23, Verse 3.  He 
restores my soul.  He guides me in a path of righteous-
ness for his name sake.  This is what this trip did for me.  
This trip restored my soul through Jesus Christ. 

Steve Chandler 
 
After the extremely successful pastoral retreat, we initially 
were to work on a church in Dois Unidos community 
that our previous mission teams have helped build, along 
with some houses there, but due to torrential rains caus-
ing flooding and landslides 10 days before our arrival, the 
church was deemed unsafe and really difficult to get ma-
terial to.  Some homes were washed away and there was 
loss of life. 
 
Instead, we painted and worked on the music school 
where Craig DeLille's South America Missions Office is 
located.  Our team tackled what was needed to be done 
and it was so satisfying seeing the improvement.  Amaz-
ing what 2 coats of white wash will do!!!  We were sere-
naded by some of the very talented music students, in-
cluding Jon!!! 
 
Our final mission for this trip was to visit the Dois 
Unidos community by foot and take part in the Women's 
Bible Study that Mary DeLille leads twice a week, rain or 
shine!!!  We were driven as far as possible, and then began 
the trek by foot.  On the way, we visited a soccer field 
where practice was going on!  These boys play soccer 
barefooted!!!  We presented them a new soccer ball and 
the players and Coach Paul were very appreciative. 
 

After some huffing and puffing, we reached the Bible 
study.  It normally would have been held in the church, 
but had to be in a different building due to the 
flood.  The ladies were all ages and were very thankful for 
sharing our stories.  As we toured the community, we met 
women and children and viewed the church. 
 
Finally, we headed a different direction down a steep hill 
and what a surprise, I got to meet my prayer partner for 
many years, Edvania.  She kept asking Mary, "Is this really 
her? Is this really her?"  We have had pictures of each 
other and what a thrill to see her in person.  I brought a 
pair of rain boots and gave them to her telling her I 
hoped she didn't need them.  She said she never dreamed 
we would meet in person, but knew we would meet one 
day in heaven! 
 
I want to thank everyone who prayed for us and donated 
items for this amazing trip!!!! 
 
Obrigada!  (Thank you in Portuguese) 

Sharon Chandler 
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Mission Day 

This was my first mission trip. 
 
Craig Delille and I worked in the FAA before he was 

called to serve as a missionary.  So one afternoon 
while we were in Recife he said that there were two 
things that he thought he would never live to see – the 
Chicago Cubs winning the National Baseball Pennant 
and me coming to Recife.  

 
I learned two words in Portuguese – “obrigado” which is 

“Thank You” and “Gelo” which is “ice”.  For some 
reason ice is hard to find in Brazil and we had lots of 
fun trying to find it throughout our trip. 

 
In serving the 30 ministers and their wives there were 

many smiles, opportunities to serve, and much care 
and appreciation expressed to the mission team.  Ab-
ject poverty was evident throughout the trip yet the 
happiness and joy on the faces of those we served was 
evident and the interaction with us and each other was 
filled with love and gratitude. 

 
Pastor Greg’s charge to the team before we left was to 

serve with joy and love and that this would have a 
lasting effect.  And it did, especially with us. While  
those we served told us that they had been blessed, I 
can assure you that the mission team felt that we were 
the ones who received the blessings. 

In closing, the entire trip reminded me of the words of 
one my favorite hymns – I will read it and spare you the 
joy of hearing me sing it:  

 

There's a sweet, sweet spirit in this place (Recifie) 
And I know that it's the spirit of the Lord. 

There are sweet expressions on each face 
And I know that it's the presence of the Lord. 

Sweet Holy Spirit 
Sweet heavenly dove 

Stay right here with them 
Filling them with your love. 
And for all these blessings 
We lift our hearts in praise 
Without a doubt we know 

That we (the team) have been revived 
When we did leave this place. 

 

Thanks to everyone for your prayers and support for the 
Mission Team. 

 

Richard Taylor 

 
 

The needs in our world are so great in both physical and spiritual aspects and the opportunities to serve are endless.  They 
don’t all require going on a short-term mission trip!  Please join us the week of September 29th to learn more.  

Mission Fair Sunday, September 29th 

Booths will be set up from the various ministries we support, and representatives will be present to answer any questions 
you have.  Lunch will be served immediately after worship, and Pastor Santiago from Cancun, Mexico will be the featured 
speaker.   

Mission Day, October 5th 

We will have various projects for you to participate in and we encourage all of you to join us for one. 

Habitat for Humanity – We have 10 volunteer opportunities available with the 2019 Habitat Build.  If you have never 
participated in a build, I strongly encourage you to give it a try.  It is simply amazing what they can accomplish with the 
work crews.  Our shift will be 7:30 am to 1:00 pm.  We only have 10 volunteer slots available so sign up early!  (Signup 
sheet at the front desk). 

No Sew Blankets for Local Missions – We will have a room set up at the church to work on no-sew blankets for the 
2019 holiday season.  As we have 75 to complete this fall, we need volunteers to join us on the 5th.  It’s a great time to 
learn the process so you can take a few with you to complete! 

Sewing Project – We are in need of a couple sewers with portable sewing machines that can be brought to the church on 
the 5th.  If we can round those up, we will also be putting together cloth sanitary products for women at Project Mercy.  If 
you have a sewing machine and can join us, please let us know (Cindy Hunter, 901.292.9444). 

Food Bags for OMOM – OMOM is open and the kids need snack packs for the weekends.  We will be putting a few 

food bags together for the fall! 


